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To be an agent of productive change in society by supporting the
growth of social capital in communities.
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W HO W E A RE
The McCune Foundation was established in 1990 by George
D. McCune and Sara Miller McCune, the founders and principal
management team (for 25 years) of SAGE Publications, Inc. The
Foundation supports projects that address critical issues in Santa
Barbara and Ventura Counties by empowering and mobilizing excluded
populations. We support groups which are “doing with others” rather
than “doing for others”—grassroots, bottom-up organizations in
which “clients” are the initiators and involved in decision making.
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N U E S T R A MISIÓ N

2013 Grants/Becas: $815,000

Ser un agente de cambio productivo en la sociedad a través de apoyar
el crecimiento del capital social en las comunidades.

Q U IÉ NE S S OMO S

Cover Photos Top L-R: MICOP (Leopoldo Reña),
CAUSE, VCCOOL. Bottom L-R: CAUSE, CCFL

La Fundación McCune fue establecida en 1990 por George D. McCune
y Sara Miller McCune, fundadores y equipo directivo (durante 25
años) de la compañía SAGE Publications, Inc. La Fundación apoya
proyectos que abordan temas críticos en los condados de Santa
Bárbara y Ventura a través del empoderamiento y la movilización de
las poblaciones excluidas. Apoyamos a grupos que están “haciendo
con los demás” en lugar de “hacer por los demás”—organizaciones
comunitarias con base social, en donde los “clientes” son los
iniciadores y ejecutores del proceso de decisión.

www.mccunefoundation.org

Creating Safer Streets & Neighborhood Leaders

N

o one understands the hazards faced by pedestrians
better than a tightly-knit group of mothers working with
the Coalition for Sustainable Transportation (COAST) to
improve pedestrian safety. COAST’s Pedestrian & Transit Organizing
Project is led by moms who walk their children to school and rely on
walking for shopping, doing laundry, and other errands.
As a community organizer for COAST, Ana Rico has led Santa
Barbara officials on “Night Walks” to demonstrate just how dark her
neighborhood is at night. Mothers have gone to City Hall to meet with
the Mayor and have spoken at City Council meetings. For those unable
to attend Council meetings, COAST created a short film of the women
describing hazards en route to school.
City officials have taken notice. The end result? Thirty streetlights
are being installed to improve
neighborhood safety.
“I begin by building
relationships with other

residents and listening to their concerns before I invite them to a
meeting,” Ana says of her organizing philosophy.
The mothers meet weekly at the library to discuss their goals
for improving pedestrian safety and bus service. They bring their
kids to meetings, conversations are in Spanish, and food is always
in abundance. While many do not speak English, language has never
been a barrier to their development as leaders. A key role for Ana and
most community organizers is to provide interpretation so that all
voices are heard.
Among its accomplishments, the group advocated for safer street
crossings, streetlights, and better enforcement of traffic laws as part
of Santa Barbara’s Traffic Management Plan.
“When the City Council approved the Plan unanimously, I felt that all
the meetings and phone calls
had been worth it,” Ana says.

Ana Rico (center) with
fellow COAST activists
at City Hall

Ana Rico (center) with
fellow COAST activists
at City Hall
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2013 Organizing Highlights
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P OL I C Y / N EIG HBORHOOD WINS
• Santa Barbara schools increase full-time interpreters, including two
interpreters at school board meetings (Just Communities)

• Hundreds of residents attend bilingual city council candidates forums
in Oxnard & Ventura (CAUSE, BAPAC)

• City of Ventura policy requiring affordable units is spared from
suspension (CAUSE, VCCLUE, Unitarian Universalist Church, CEDC,
House Farm Workers)

• College students present Know Your Rights workshops to immigrant
youth (VCCLUE)

• Clean-up of toxic waste site in Fillmore is accelerated (One Step
a La Vez)

• Presentations urging respect for those with development disabilities
delivered to 3,000 students (ARC of Ventura County)

• Santa Maria schools repeal policy requiring fingerprinting of parent
volunteers which had limited immigrant parent involvement (CAUSE)

• Indigenous Knowledge conference held to share information and best
practices for working with indigenous Mexican residents (MICOP,
Centro Binacional)

• School bus services added or expanded for students at Villa Victoria
complex in Oxnard (ASERT) and Guadalupe students attending
Righetti High School (CAUSE)

• Renters rights training provided to Guadalupe residents (CAUSE)

• Series of community lunches held to promote plans for a residential
treatment facility serving those with mental illness (Families ACT!)

• New traffic plan approved to improve pedestrian/bicycle safety on
Santa Barbara’s Eastside (COAST)

• “On the Road to Change” Bus Tours explore the topic of immigration
(Social Justice Fund for Ventura County)

• City of Oxnard refurbishes restroom at Campus Park nonprofit
facility (FLA)

• Safe Schools trainings held for North Santa Barbara County teachers
about LGBT student concerns (Just Communities, Pacific Pride
Foundation)

• New bike lane created on Haley Street in Santa Barbara (Santa
Barbara Bicycle Coalition)

L O G ROS V EC IN DARIOS

• Youth-led City Council Candidates Forum held in Santa Barbara (FLA)
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R A ISING AWA R ENESS

• Youth-led City Council Candidates Forum held in Santa Barbara (FLA)
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L E A DE R S HIP DEV ELOPMEN T
• Parents attend three-day Family Leadership Camp (Central Coast
Future Leaders)
• 30 indigenous leaders participate in community organizing
training (MICOP)
• Parent-to-Parent Education training offered to Latino parents
(El Centrito Learning Centers)
• Hundreds of youth from Santa Barbara & Ventura Counties attend
leadership development camps (Central Coast Future Leaders, FLA,
Just Communities)
• 20 youth attend LGBT activism training (Pacific Pride Foundation)
• Leadership classes provided to Cuyama Valley residents (Cuyama
Valley Family Resource Center)
• Parent Leadership Course offered to 40 parents in Santa Maria, as
well as Parent Engagement classes offered to hundreds of parents in
Cuyama, Santa Barbara & Santa Maria (PIQE)

GR A SSR O OTS MO B IL IZATIO N
• Hundreds of immigrants attended immigration reform rallies in Los
Angeles, Bakersfield, and “Immigrants are Workers” rallies in local
cities (CAUSE, La Hermandad, MICOP)
• Residents collect 450 signatures on a petition to restripe crosswalks
in Santa Paula (ASERT)
• 30 residents attend Goleta City Council meeting to advocate for
bicycle lanes in Old Town Goleta (Santa Barbara Bicycle Coalition)
• Immigrants visit congressional leaders in Washington, D.C., to lobby
for immigration reform (La Hermandad)
• Lompoc promotores join District Wellness Committee and recruit
parents to improve school lunches (Lompoc Promotores)
• Fillmore students speak at School Board meetings to protest changes
to graduation requirements (One Step a La Vez)
• 200 bus riders sign petitions against proposed MTD bus service cuts
(CAUSE, COAST)
• Santa Ynez parents conduct survey of 60 parents to make the case for
healthier school meals (Foodbank of Santa Barbara County)

L-R: FLA, Families ACT, Just Communities,
One Step a La Vez, PIQE, MICOP (Leopoldo Reña)

L-R: FLA, Families ACT, Just Communities,
One Step a La Vez, PIQE, MICOP (Leopoldo Reña)
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Sharing Power through ‘Language Equity’

W

hen community members who do not speak English can
use their native language to express their concerns and
ideas, their voices can be powerful levers of change. But
first, their messages must be interpreted accurately in settings that
are inclusive by design.
“Translation of materials and meeting interpretation is important,
but that alone does not change the power structure,” says Alena Marie
who leads the Language Justice Initiative at Just Communities. “We
want everyone to not just receive information in their language, but to
be active participants in the dialogue.”
Yet, many venues where key decisions are made lack
interpretation services. Alena recalls meetings where people from
the audience have been called upon to interpret for those testifying in
Spanish. At other times, bilingual elected officials try to interpret for
their colleagues. These impromptu efforts shortchange the dialogue.

“We can’t have true impact if it’s just a one-way flow of information,”
Alena says.
So, what’s required to ensure ‘language equity?’ To create
inclusive settings where all languages are valued equally, agencies
should hire professional interpreters and provide headsets to all who
are not fluent in the primary languages being used.
To address this problem, Just Communities trains interpreters
on creating inclusive multilingual spaces. In 2013, they trained 240
student interpreters to interpret between teachers and parents at Back
to School Nights. They also advocate for more professional interpreters
at schools and agencies. Just Communities practices what it preaches
with simultaneous interpretation at its events and a bilingual web site.
They are leading the way so all voices are included in the process of
community change.

Alena Marie (left) and
Jose Luis Saleta (right)

Alena Marie (left) and
Jose Luis Saleta (right)
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2013 Grants
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The ARC of Ventura County—$10,000
for People First of Ventura County and Project R: Rethink,
Reconsider, Respect, initiatives led by individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities to advocate on their own behalf.

Central Coast Future Leaders—$20,000
for leadership trainings to empower youth and families in Cuyama,
Guadalupe, and Santa Maria to become more active leaders in their
homes, schools, and communities.

California Center for Cooperative Development—$19,000
for the Lompoc Cooperative Development Project to develop
worker cooperatives in Lompoc.

Centro Binacional Para el Desarollo Indígena
Oaxaqueño—$20,000
for Youth in Leadership, a program for indigenous youth in Santa
Maria to support their higher education goals and develop their
civic, leadership, and advocacy skills for social change.

California Youth Connection—$20,000
for Creating Leaders from Within, which provides leadership
development, communications workshops, and civic engagement
opportunities to current and former foster youth so they can improve
policies and practices in Ventura County’s foster care system.
CAUSE—$40,000
for general support to build grassroots power to realize social,
economic, and environmental justice for the people of Ventura
& Santa Barbara Counties through policy research, leadership
development, organizing, and advocacy.
CAUSE—$50,000
for community organizers in Guadalupe, Santa Barbara, and Santa
Maria to build grassroots power among working families.

Coalition for Sustainable Transportation (COAST)—$22,500
to organize residents of Santa Barbara’s Eastside to advocate for
pedestrian safety and improved bus service.
Coalition for Sustainable Transportation (COAST)—$15,000
for the Alliance for Sustainable & Equitable Regional Transportation
(ASERT), a transportation coalition which advocates for improved
public transit.
(Continued)

L-R: ARC, CCFL, Lompoc Coop
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Congress of California Seniors Education & Research
Fund—$10,000
for Empowering Underserved Seniors to train and engage seniors in
issue campaigns in Ventura County.

Foundation of Santa Barbara Regional Health Authority—$16,414
for the Lompoc Promotores, a network of promotores which will
identify and mobilize around community issues affecting the
Latino community.

Cuyama Valley Family Resource Center—$24,000
for Cuyama Planning for the Future, to build leadership and
partnerships, especially among parents, youth, and other citizens who
are emerging as the driving force in making decisions and developing
creative responses to local needs.

Future Leaders of America (FLA)—$36,000
for general support for youth leadership training, youth activism
in community campaigns, and alumni engagement in Oxnard and
Santa Barbara.

El Centrito Family Learning Centers—$25,000
for Padres Promotores de la Educación Project, which trains, organizes,
and empowers Oxnard parents to address educational inequities in their
children’s schools and take leadership roles in the community.

Just Communities Central Coast—$40,000
for general operating support for the Educational Equity Initiative
to work in schools and communities to create leaders who are
equipped with knowledge and skills to promote educational equity
and student success.

Families ACT!—$24,000
for community organizing led by individuals and families dealing with
mental health and substance use disorders to improve mental health
services in Santa Barbara County.

La Hermandad Hank Lacayo Youth & Family Center—$25,000
for grassroots organizing and leadership training among workingclass immigrants in Ventura County and Santa Maria to promote
immigration reform and social justice for immigrants.

Foodbank of Santa Barbara County—$20,000
to build leadership among North Santa Barbara County residents to
mobilize for increased food security and an equitable food system.

Legal Aid Foundation of Santa Barbara County—$15,000
to engage homeless individuals and those who have experienced
homelessness in identifying solutions and policy changes to end
homelessness.
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Mixteco/Indigena Community Organizing Project—$30,000
to develop community leadership among indigenous Oaxacans to
identify problems faced by the Mixtec community and implement
campaigns or programs to create systemic change in Ventura County.

Ventura Climate Care Options Organized Locally
(VCCOOL)—$20,000
to organize and empower cyclists to advocate for bicycle route
improvements and safer conditions for cyclists in Ventura County.

One Step A La Vez—$28,000
for youth committees in Fillmore and Piru working to expand the
community’s voice for social change to address transportation needs,
clean-up of a toxic Superfund site, and implement restorative justice
practices in law enforcement and schools.

Ventura County Clergy & Laity United for Economic Justice
(VCCLUE)—$22,000
for a coalition of faith organizations that provides trainings and leadership
development for congregants, students, and immigrants to mobilize in
support of affordable housing and just policies for immigrants.

Pacific Pride Foundation—$17,500
for LGBT Advocacy Programs to support LGBT advocacy and
leadership development work in Santa Barbara County.

Ventura County Community Foundation—$20,000
for the Social Justice Fund for Ventura County, which engages social
justice leaders, donors, and grassroots groups in creating awareness
and mobilizing resources for social justice issues.

Parent Institute for Quality Education (PIQE)—$17,500
for Parent Leadership courses to empower economically and socially
disadvantaged parents to form parent advocacy groups around school
issues in Santa Maria.
Teachers for the Study of Educational Institutions—$8,000
for Teaching FAIR to develop K-12 curriculum that is culturally
relevant and meets the mandates of the FAIR ACT to teach about the
contributions of various ethnic groups, persons with disabilities, and
LGBT persons.

Westminster Free Clinic—$15,000
for Youth Advocacy for Better Food, a project to engage lowincome youth to advocate for changes in the foods available at local
corner markets and convenience stores in East Ventura County
neighborhoods.
(Continued)
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T EC HNIC A L A S SIS TA N C E G R A N T S

PRE SIDE N T ’S DIS C RE T IO N A RY G R A N T S

COAST—$2,000

Casa Esperanza Homeless Center—$5,000

Fund for Santa Barbara—$25,000

Holden Foundation—$1,500

Just Communities Central Coast—$5,268
for trainings to support PIQE

Santa Barbara Foundation—$10,000
for Mission & State journalism project

Just Communities Central Coast—$8,500
for parent & language justice program in Fillmore

Santa Barbara Foundation—$6,000
for Homelessness Summit

Ventura County Community Foundation—$12,500
for Social Justice Fund capacity building

Teachers for the Study of Educational Institutions—$2,000
A contribution of $32,000 was also made to the UCSB
Foundation to support the George D. McCune Dissertation
Fellowship—in honor of the Foundation’s co-founder. Approximately
$75,000 in additional contributions were made to various organizations
at the discretion of Board members, Committee members, and staff.

L-R: One Step a La Vez, VCCOOL, CAUSE

Becas 2013
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Grant Guidelines

Requisitos para
Asignación de Recursos

The McCune Foundation supports projects and community-based
organizations that address critical issues utilizing community organizing
strategies. We are especially interested in funding grassroots groups
which seek to empower excluded populations.

La Fundación McCune apoya a proyectos y grupos basados en la
comunidad que abordan temas críticos utilizando estrategias para
organizar a la comunidad. Estamos especialmente interesados en
proporcionar fondos a grupos con base social que buscan empoderar a
las poblaciones excluidas.

Types of Grants: Program, General Operating Support, and Capacity
Building grants are offered for projects that grow social capital
and enhance a community’s capacity to mobilize residents to solve
problems. Requests up to $50,000 will be considered and grants
generally will not be made for more than 50 percent of a project budget.
(The Foundation does not fund the provision of direct services or purely
educational programs.) Technical Assistance grants are
also available for existing grantees.

TIPOS DE APORTACIONES: Fondos para programas, funcionamiento
en general, y para fortalecer la capacidad de la organización se ofrecen
para los proyectos que aumentan capital social y mejoran la capacidad
de la comunidad para movilizar a los residentes en la resolución de
problemas. Solicitudes de hasta $50,000 serán consideradas y el
financiamiento generalmente no se otorgará por más del 50% del
presupuesto del proyecto. (La Fundación no proporciona recursos para
proveer servicios directos o programas exclusivamente educativos.)
Además, becas de asistencia técnica están disponibles para los
beneficiarios de becas existentes.

Eligibility: Funding is available to applicants in Santa Barbara and
Ventura Counties that have IRS 501(c)(3) tax status or operate under the
sponsorship of a qualified organization.
To be eligible, applicants must demonstrate that they:

ELEGIBILIDAD: Los fondos son otorgados a solicitantes que operan
en los condados de Santa Bárbara y Ventura, quienes han recibido del
IRS (Departamento del Hacienda de los Estados Unidos) la designación
501(c)(3) como organización exentas de impuestos, o que funcionan bajo
el auspicio de una organización calificada.

• Include the affected population in the planning and implementation of
the project
• Work to create systemic change

Para ser elegible, los solicitantes deben demostrar que:

• Build social capital and community capacity by engaging and
empowering new participants in action for social change
Deadlines: Letters of inquiry are accepted twice a year in January and
July. Full proposals will be requested for projects of interest. Please visit
www.mccunefoundation.org for deadlines and full instructions.

• La población afectada es incluida en la planeación y ejecución
del proyecto
• Trabajan para crear un cambio sistémico
• Construyen capital social y capacidad comunitaria a través de la
participación y el empoderamiento de nuevos participantes en acción
para el cambio social
FECHAS DE SOLICITUD: Solicitudes iniciales se aceptan dos veces
al año, en enero y julio. Propuestas completas serán solicitadas
por la Fundación para proyectos de interés. Por favor, visite
www.mccunefoundation.org para conocer fechas e instrucciones
completas.

Executive Director
Directora Ejecutiva
Claudia Armann
(805) 223-8373
claudia@mccunefoundation.org
P.O. Box 24340
Ventura, CA 93002
www.mccunefoundation.org
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Vicki Fisher Magasinn
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Hilda Zacarias
Consultant/Asesora
Santa Maria, CA

David McCune
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Learning & Development Facilitator/
Facilitador de Aprendizaje y Desarrollo
SAGE Publications, Thousand Oaks, CA

Laura Espinosa, Santa Paula
Cesar Hernandez, Oxnard
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Melvin Oliver
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University of California, Santa Barbara, CA
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